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The Little BuntingEmberiza pusilldnhabits a & b
wide belt stretching from North-East Norway tg

the Russian Far East and the Pacific. It winters g

North India, Myanmar, North Thailand,
Indochina and South China.

It breeds in moist open taiga, partly floode
forests and more open tundra. In winter,
favours open and semi-open habitats, crop fielc gy
stubble and paddy fields, edges of roads, areas”
bushes near marshes, and visits gardens ¢
orchards.

The autumn migration begins late July and tF
majority of birds have left their breeding ground:
by mid-September. The spring movements are
from March to early MayHBW aliveaccessed 23
October 2013).

The Little Bunting is a vagrant to most Europead &tiddle East countries (BirdLife Internatiorz012). In
South Western Europe, there are 47 records (4%)bindmainland Spain and Balearic Islands (Gut®eteal.

2012; most are from October to Januatipe Juana 2006) and five in Portugal (Jetral.2010) up to 2010.

There are two records on the Canary Islands (Pusmtara— Ramos 2008 ; LanzaroteGarcia-del-Rey &
Garcia 2013), possibly an old one in Algeria (HeiemBalsac & Mayaud 1962, Isenmann & Moali 20004 an
two unproven records at Nouakchott in Mauritangefimanret al. 2010).

In Morocco, there are three unconfirmed sightiragdtird near Agadir on 21 October 1994 (Bergieml.
2000a), another at the Massa estuary on 4 Aprib{98évenott al. 2003) and one at the mouth of Oued Draa
on 22 October 1998 (Bergiet al. 2000b). Nevertheless, none of these records wdrgtantiated enough to be
validated.

On 9 October 2013, during a ringing session runtiey Project CLIMATIQUE — POCTEFEX, a Little
Bunting was caught at 8:30 (UTC) in the Souss-Ma&$stional Park, two kilometres upstream from theutho
of the river. The nets were installed on the stafréhe river and were surrounded by reeldragmites sp,
someTamarix sp andPistacia atlantica The bird was immediately identified as a LittlarBing though critical
features were checked with the support of biblipbsa e.g. the reddish pattern of cheeks and larddtee beige
spot after the cheeks. The wing length was 68 nd¥i7@mm fork. pusilla Svensson 1996) and did not overlap
with another similar species, the Rustic Buntifigberiza rusticd71-83 mm, Svensson 1996). The bird was not
(or was?) sexed and aged as a first year bird éyptimaries and the shape of the tail featherseiOdata
obtained were tail length, bill, tarsus, fat scaneiscle and weight. Pictures were taken beforasaig.
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This is the first confirmed record of Little Bungirior Morocco.

Acknowledgements

These actions were performed within the EU CrossdBo Cooperation Programme — POCTEFEX —
CLIMATIQUE. We want to thank Dr. Hamid Rguibi antdet ‘Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Foréts et a la
Lutte Contre la Désertification’ who provided usthwihe necessary permits for the ringing activiiieshe
Agadir Province. Mr. Mohamed El Bekkay Directortbé Souss-Massa National Park (SMNP), allowed us to
work in the Park. The rangers of the SMNP suppougdkindly, Javier Garcia Vargas provided us with t
bibliography and Patrick Bergier revised our iditieanuscript throughout.

References

Bergier, P.; Franchimont, J.; Thévenot, M. & CHM 2000a. Les oiseaux rares au Maroc. Rapport de la
Commission d'Homologation Marocaine numér®8tphyrio12 : 47-56.

Bergier, P.; Franchimont, J. ; Thévenot, M. & CHM 2000b. Les oiseaux rares au Maroc. Rapport de la
Commission d'Homologation Marocaine numér®6érphyrio12 : 57-69.

BirdLife International 2012. Emberiza pusilla. InIlUCN 2013. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.
Version 2013.1. <www.iucnredlist.org>. Downloaded2s October 2013.

De Juana, E.2006.Aves raras de Espafiaynx Ediciones. 480 pp.

Gutiérrez, R. ; Lorenzo, J.A. ; Gorospe, G. ; Gutiérez, P. ; Lopez-Velasco, D. ; Marti-Aledo, J. ; Skes, S.
& Vidal, C. 2012. Observaciones de aves raras en Espafia, R@HEdla59: 353-411.

Heim de Balsac, H. & Mayaud, N.1962.Les Oiseaux du Nord-Ouest de I'Afrique. Distribatgéographique,
Ecologie, Migrations, Reproductioincyclopédie ornithologique X, Lechevalier, Pa4i87 pp.

Garcia-del-Rey, E. & Garcia Vargas, F.J.2013.Rare Birds of the Canary Islands. Aves raras del&as
Canarias Lynx Eds., Barcelona.

Isenmann, P. & Moali, A. 2000. Oiseaux d’Algérie S.E.O.F. (Société d'Etudes Ornithologiques dendeh
Paris. 336 pages.

Isenmann, P. ; Benmergui, M. ; Browne, P. ; Ba, A.D; Diagana, C.H. ; Diawara, Y. & Ould Sidaty,
Z.E.A. 2010. Oiseaux de Mauritanie. Birds of Mauritani&.E.O.F. (Société d'Etudes Ornithologiques de
France), Paris. 408 pages.

Jara, J. ; Alfrey, P. ; Costa, H. ; Matias, R. ; M@re, C.C. ; Lima Santos, J. & Tipper, R.2010. Relatério do
Comité Portugués de Raridades referente aos ar@@0@ee 2009Spea. Anuario Ornitol6gic@: 3-71.

Ramos, J.J.(coord.). 2008Anuario Ornitologico de las islas Canaria8000-2006. Fundacién Global Nature —
Gobierno de Canarias. 304 pp.

Svensson, L1996. Guia para la identificacion de los pasemifes Europeos. Sociedad Espafiola de Ornitologia.
401 pp.

Thévenot, M. ; Vernon, J.D.R. & Bergier, P.2003.The Birds of MoroccoBOU Checklist n° 20. BOU. Tring.

© 2013 Go-South, all rights reservesab-South Bull(2013),10, 250-252



Emberiza pusilla

© 2013 Go-South, all rights reservesab-South Bull(2013),10, 250-252



